CHAPTER  VI
DIGGING UP THOUGHT  ROOTS
WHEN you have traced the roots of some stimulus
idea to their sources in the unconscious you will
know it. It will not be necessary for you to hunt up
any psychologist for opinions on the matter.
In the preceding chapter I asked you to write an
original story, and told you what to do with it, so that
you could see for yourself whence the ideas for that
story were derived.
In an effort "to make things clear to you I gave an
illustration and used the following sentence :
" If you have written of some imaginary being
sailing some moonlit sea, playing a strange instrument
and singing some weird song; while out of the mists a
phantom audience listens, and a strange yet beautiful
musical accompaniment seems to vibrate through the
air; write down/' etc.
I then went on to show you how to split up your
" original " story into its elemental parts, and to explain
what would happen when you traced the ideas repre-
sented by these elemental parts down to their uncon-
scious sources.
When I came to that point where I wanted to
produce a specimen " original " story, I tried hard to
make my ideas as erratic, jumpy, and meaningless as
possible. I wanted to give a sample " original " story
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